Loan Bill, 1894.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forresi)
moved that the House, at its rising,
adjourn wuntil half-past soven o’clock on
the morrow evening.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at 11-33 o’clock
p.m.

Weqislatibe Dssembly,
Thursday, 13t Seplember, 1894.

T.oan Bill ; in committee—Adjonrument.

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at
7'30 o'clock p.m.

PraveRs.

LOL\N BTLIJ, 1894-.
IN CONMITTEE.

The comnsideration of ilems
Sehedule wus resnmed.

Ttem 4-—Railway fo Collie Coalficld
(exclusive of rolling stock), £60,000 :

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8Sir J. Forresl)
said he desired to again inform hon.
members as to the precise intentions of
the Government in regard to this railway.
They fully believed that there is a most
valuable coalfield aft the Collie. The
reports laid before hon. members, from
Dr. Robertson in the first instance, and
later from the Government Geologist and
others, set forth in no uncertain way
the views formed by those gentlemen in
" regard to this coalficld. In the beginning,
he had been himself somewhat incredulous
in regard to this coulfield, and was not
easily convinced that we had this great
and rich deposit so near to the metropolis;
but, as time went on, and information
came in to the Government, he hecame
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convinved there was no doubt whatever
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that there was a rich and immense
deposit of conl at the Collie.  The
Government had experiments made, per-
haps lo some extent for the purpose of
couvincing himself, because he had had
doubts ubout this coal; but these experi-
ments, which were made as tests on the
Government railways, in a flour mill at
Bunbury, and in a blacksmith’s forge,
had been reported on, as hon. members
would have secn, and had, at any rate,
convinced him and ¢onvinced the Govern-
ment; so much so that they had placed
this Mem in the Schedule for constructing
a railway to the coalfield. The Govern-
ment were so satisfied about this coulfield
that-they were quite prepured to constuet
this railway at the present time; but, in
order to meet the views of hon. members,
and of many whose opinions the Govern-
ment held m respect as not being un-
reasonable in this matter, the Governmeni
were prepared to make certain promises in
regard to this item; and, in making these
promises, they did not think there would
be practically any Joss of time, because it
would be impossible for the Government,
with the means at their command, to put
all these works in hand at once. Not-
withstanding their desire {o hurry on
these works, the Government felt that a
considerable time would be necessary for
the completion of surveys, plans, speci-
fications, and the neecssary conbracts;
therefore the attitude taken by the Gov-
ernment on this matter would not really
delay this work any more than if the
House passed it now without any promise
in regard to it. The Govermment pro-
posed that, if this item werc passed by the
committee, it should be on the distinct
understanding that nothing whatever
should e done, in the way of constructing
this railway, until after a special Bill for
authorising it bad been placed before the
House nczt session. In the meantime
they proposed to go on with the surveys
and the horing to test the coal, in order
to obtain fuller information to he laid
before hon. members. He would like, if
hon. members concurred with him as to
ils desirability, to have the permanent.way
malerial for this railway indented for;
because this material would be “ear-
marked " until issued in due cowrse for
use in this work, and would be in .the
General Stores Department as a credit
in lieu of cash in the Treasury, until
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issued and debiled to the particular
vote.

Me. InLiveworrH said the colony
would be paying interest on the money.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. SirJ, Forrest)
said that was so; but his idea was that
it would be in the interest of the country
that the railway material should be
indented for, because if even next year it
was decided not Lo construct this raiiway,
after fuller information was obtained
concerniug the coulficld, the permanent-
way material could he utilised in sowme
other part of this immense country, and
the outlay would be ne loss (o the
colony. The Government intended to
submit a special Bill for the construc-
tion of this railway, next session; and he
thought hon. members should be satisfied
with this assurance, and should allow
this item fo stand in the Loan Schedule.

The construction of this ling was part of
the policy of the Government, who desired
to develop an important local industry ;
and he did not think they were asking
too much, even from those members most
opposed to the Government, upon the
undertaking that this House should have
an opportunity next session of deciding
whether the ratlway should be constructed
or not. The Government had made up
their minds upon it, but they had to bow
to the decision of the House. Tt would
be unreasonable for the Government
to unduly press this itemn, or that
they should stake their existence as a
Government upon such a small matter.
'They believed the construction of this
vailway, for developing the coalfield,
would be a great benefit to the country.
Beference had been made to the com-
pacatively small quantity of coal now
imported for use on the Government
railways and other purposes, being ahout
16,000 tons during the twelve months
cided June last; but o greatly increased
quantity would be required when the
railway extensiong and other develop-
ments were taken into accounti.  The
heating power of the Collic coal, as
tested, was found to be very greak, and

-the Government hoped the coul coulid be
produced ata price which would induce its
use on the goldfields, where fuel was not
readily obtainuble. And of course it
would be in the interest of the. colony
that the locally-raised coal shounld be
carried over the railways as cheaply as
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possible, even at a very small profit, be-
cause hy reducing the amount of coal
imported and inducing the use of the
Colbie coal, a local industry would be sup-
ported and a large number of people be
employed in carrving it on. If the coal
proved as goud as he believed it to be,
there would soon bhe a lurge population
engaged in coal mining; and if this was
likely to come about, he thought they
were justified even in being rash iu re-
gard to this important matter, when such
a small amount of money was required,
and baving such a great future n ex-
pectancy. The report of the Government
Creologist almost staggered one with the
immensity of the figures he brought out us
showing the estimated quantity and value
of the coul deposits; for though the
calculation must be a mere estimate, Mr.
Woodward stated his belief that therve
were eight hundred million pounds’ worth
of coal in that locality. Therc was also
the information supplied by the Engineer-
in-Chief, as to the immense quantity of
coal that had been taken out of a small
arew of some fifty acres in New Zeuluund ;
so that a few acres of coal land were
capable of yielding s vast quantity of
this fuel. 1f, upon such estimites, this
coalficld was capable of supporting o
large nining population, then what a
greab future there wus in sltore for this
industry ; and, having this in view. they
might even be rash in dealing with this
matter. But he, for one, intended (o be
caubious in regard to these undertakings,
and for that reason he did not wish the
House to do imore thun pass the itein that
night, on the understanding that the
Governmment would afford another oppor-
funity, next session, for the House Lo
deal finally with the proposed ruilway.
He might also say that il this railway
branched off at the Brunswick from the
South-Western line, which probably was
the nearest route, and likely to com-
mend itsclf to the judgment of hem.
members, as being  the nearest  con-
pection with Perth and the centres of
popwlation, it would go through fairiy
good soil and through some of the
finest, timber in the colony. TIf this
em were passed, it would enable the
Government to borrow the money hefore
the next session, if the state of the
market was found to he farourable; and
this wus a diseretionary power which the
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House might fairly leave with the Govern-
ment, because the raising of money at the
most favourable time required
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session, unless they were then more con-
vinced than at prescni thai this was a
necessury and justifinble work in the

caution, and the Government could not ' interests of the country. His hon. friend

always, even with the authority of an
Acl of Parliament, place a loan in the
market advantageously. 'They had to
consult their financial advisers in London,
and it was practically nnpossible to act
contrary to their wishes. It might be
found advisable to place the whole of
this loan on the market at one time, and
although he did not think this was prob-
able, still, if the London financial
adlvisers of the Government strongly re-
commended this course at a particular
opportunity, a premium of £100,000
might be secured for thée colony Ly the
transaction, because the market price of
this colony’s bonds at present was higher
than ever before. Thorefore, although
there was not the slightest idew in his
mind that the Government would raise
the whole of this loan at once, still, there
was no kmowing what might be done
under strong advice from London. Very
few hon, members appeared to be opposed
to this railway in itsclf, their desire being
for more information before undertaking
it. He did not suppose that any hon.
member, if he could be satisfied that coal
existed at the Collie to the extent which
the Governmentl believed it did, would
hesitate a moment to vote for this railway,
or for a larger sum, if necessary; and
the only hesitation was as to whether this
conlfield could be really as good as it was
reported to be, To these hon. members he
made the concession which he had already
stated ; and, in doing so, the Government,
would not, in any way, be going back
from their programme placed before the
conntry. The Government had not ex-
pected, in any case, to be able to com-
mence the construction of this railway
before the next session of Parliament;
and, that heing so, he now most willingly
acceded to the wish expressed by some
hon. members, that this House should
huve a furiher opportunity of dealing
with this matter in the form of a special
Bill next session.
gations which were to be made for testing
this coalfield did prove that the Govern-
ment had been too eager in this matter,
he promised the House they would not go
any further in it; that they would not
propose a special Bill for this work next

If the further investi- | persons be compelled to use a kmd of

“would be £1,000 a year;

the Commissioner of Railways was pre-
pured to give a good deal of information
10 the commitiee in regard to the item;
and, in conclusion, he (the Prerier)
hoped the commitliee would allow this
item to pass on the assurance he had given.
Mg. RICHARDSON said he was glad
to have the assurance that the Govern-
ment did not intend to make a hard-and-
fast question of this item, and that they
were willing to concede, in a great degree,
to the wishes of the House. Nolwith-
standing all that had bheen stated in favour
of the Cellie voal, every lion. member
must admit there was a good deal about
this coalfield which required confirmation.
Hardly any members, except, perhaps, the
Ministry, felt sure that this was a good
marketable coal, and fit to compete with
imported coal. If the coal was of only
mediun quality—say a household coal—
and not suitable for steamships on
uccount of the extra bunker space required
for the larger proportionate quantity, or
if it was not a gas coal, or was nob suit-
able for rauilwuy locomotives, then the
consumption of such a coul must be very
limited. In the report of the Engineer-
in-Chicf, the total conswmption on our
railways at present was about 8,000 tons
a year; and, taking a favourable view of
the estimated stcaming value of the Collie
coal, as compared with that from New-
castle (N.8.W.), the saving in cost by
using local coal would not be more than
half-a-crown per ton, net; although he
thought the working result would be
more likely to be a less of half-a-crown
per ton,  Still, reckoning this as a net
gain by using Tocal coal, the total saving
therefore, he
did not thiok thut ¢ven the Premier would
allege that this was a saving sufficient to
warrint the House in incurring a large ex-
penditure on a railway to this coalficld.
If the local coul would not serve all
the purposes required, how could private

coal which would not suit their purpose?
The total consumption of coal in the
colony, for all purposes, was estimated at
something under 20,000 tons per annum ;
and even if the local coal were nsed to

. the entire exclusion of imported coal, the
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quantity required would not be sufficient | the item, said if the hon. member for the

to warrant this large expenditare in
making a railway. 8o that the whole
question of utilising this coal scemed to
he in the distant future, and not in the

present.  He only desired a caulious .
procedure.  On the whole, he thought

this item should be struck out of the
Schedule, or be wunended ; and he sug-
gested that the item he amended by
adopting such a form of words us would
not commit the House to an expendilure
of money on a railway to the Collie conl-
ficld.  He approved of the coul heing
tested to the ntmost. A syndicute of
capitalists might be willing Lo make the
railway if the coal proved lo be good
enough. TIf this wus a true carboniferous
depuosit, there might be other discoveries
of coul made in pluwes more accessible,
possibly nenr Perth or Fremantle.

The Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Where is it ¥

Mr. RICHARDSON said if true coal
existed in one pluce, there wus a pre-
sumption it might be found also in other
places.  Delay in dealing with this ques-
tion was more likely to resnlt in good
than in harm.  He asked what amount
would be required for rolling stock on
this hue ?

Tue Premise (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the estimate was about £20,000,

Mr. RICHARDSON said that was an
important sum of money.  In estimating
the advantages of a railway, he admitted
that, besides the actual paying of this
railway, there would be also a saving to
the community of the difference paid for
conveyance by road.

Tue CHAIRMAN said the hon. mem-
her should conclude a speech of that kind
by moving an amendment.

Tue Presier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Whyr

THe CHAIRMAN said it would be
impossible to give effect to the speech
without an amendment.  The speech was
one for transferring the amount of this
itemn Lo some other hewd, or to some other
iteny, aml no grood conld come of it unless
the hon. member or some other member
would move an amendment.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the hon. member could please himself.
surely ¥

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYH (Hon, H. W, Venny, referring to

De Grey bud waited a few moments, he
might have modified lis opinion after
heuring the information which he (the
Commissioner) waus about 1o lay before
the commitice. 1Yo had never approachind
w subject with greater confidence then
he did this one; and, i owder that
members might be led, step by step, from
the first discovery of coul in the distriet,
some six or seven years ago, up to fhe
present stuge, he would draw attention Lo
the faet that when the discovery was fivst
made it was  regarded wg one of the
“mare’s nests” of Woestern Australia,
But the existence of coul wus brought
foreibly to the notice of the Govermment
by the fuct of Mr. David llay bringing
down some coal to the agricultural show
ground al Bunbury, where o bwge heap
was burntus a test. Seon after the present
Government came into power they con.
gaged the services of Dr. Robertson. of
New South Wales, who happened at the
time to be visiting this colony, and Dr.
Robertson was  an experienced expert,
whose opinion might be velied on, for he
had been ealled in ws an wlviser in con-
nection with many of the most importunt
mines in the Neweastle district ol Neéw
Sonth Wales.  1le {the Commissioner)
had not a great deal of Taith in the Collie
coal at the time, but the subjeet was
considered an ampurfanl one, and fthe
Govermment instructed Dr. Robertson 1o
repurt on it. He did so, and after in-
specling the Collie district, the first thing
he said te him (the Copmunissioner) was:
“You have the real article.” That re-
wark wius mide in true Scottish style, for
the doctor was very much in earnest;
and, in conversation, he expluined thad
he had not hreathed a word to indicate
his conclusion on  the nature of this
coulficld to those who had accompanied
him. Dr. Robertson also handed in his
written report, which had gince been
presented to Parlinment. e would
quote a  passage from ilat report. as
foilows: —

“ 8till, considering the Jength of railway ro-
quired to develop this coailfiehd, it would e
highly desirable that the thicknes, was found
Lo inerease over three feet, amd that more
than one workable seam bhe found.  Judging
from what T was able to remove from the
ehallow trench which exposed the coal senm,
and considering that, where it is exposed, il
bus heen witer-logrzed and wenthered, I eon-
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sider the quality as a eoal =eam superiov, T
is o bricht splint coal, with a slightly con-
choidal fracture, and will he fonnd suitahle
und adapted for all purposes For whicl voal is
applied. Tt is, without doubt, a gowl all-
round coal.”
Dr. Robertsen had also satd to him, « I
will stake my reputation thatr von have
got the real article, and it is for you to
prove what quantity you have got”
After Dr. Robertson retursed to New
South Wales, he sent here a practical
corl-miner named W, B, Pendleton, with
a boring apparatus such as the doetor
bad recommended in his report. M,
Pendleton was accordingly engnged by
the Government to test the Collie coal-
fisld, and during several months he hored
in various places where there were vut-
crops of coal. Afterwards il was arranged
that he should bore along the outerop of
the 16 fect seam of coal, to test the area
over which it extended. He did so, and
after drilling iuto certain strata at
different parts of the field, he was satis-
fied with the test, and ceased from going
deeper at that point, but bored at another
point. 'This method of testing the ground
would account for no thicker seums being
found; but the borings actually made
showed that the sume strata existed at
different portions of the outerop over a
considerable aren.  Mr, Pendleton, whao
was occupied more than twelve months
in moking these bores, stated in his
report

“ With regard to the quantity of conl to be
won, [ am of opinien that there is fir more
than anilicient to warrant the construction «of
a railway. The only thing of which there
may be any donbt is the avaporative valne of
this eoal, in comparison with that of sea-bwene
fuel. I am giad to hear that the Governmant
are deciding the only doubtful question in n
most anthoritative manner.”
At the eod of his report of the work done
tfrom time to time, Mr, Pendleton sabd 5 -

“Cuoal per acre.—In the seamn we are now
working, I compute there arve 23,938 tons in
one acre of conl; thickness of clean coal being
161 feet, and specific gravity 1-3.”
This estimate meant that, in the one scam
of 164 feet thickness, over the area which
he had tested by bores, there were 830
million tons of coal.  Mr. Pendleton also
tested another seam, 6} feet in thick-
ness, and estimated that in this seam
alone there were 300 million tons of coul.
These were the best practical proofs of
the existence of coal which the Govern-
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went conld obtain,  Bat, not heing Tully
satisfied, the Government (teologist way
instructed to report on the coalfield; and
in his report Mr. FL. P. Woodward said : —
“ Should these scams prove to extend over
the whole 100 aguare wiles of area, small as it
seems, we should have an enormous (nantity
of this most useful apl valuable minvreal; for
when we consider that every square yard of a
3.feet scam would yield something like a tun
of eoal, or say 5,000 tons to every #-feet seam
per acre (allowing for columns and waste);
therefore, if the 20-feet of warkable coal
extend over this 100 square miles, as they
probably do, we should have about 1,600
million tons of eoal, which, valued at 10s.
per ton, would mean £500,000,000.”
Now could hon. members realise the
vastness of these figuvres? This was the
opinion of the Government Geologist,
which hon. members were bound to
respect.  Members required a great deal
of proof if they wanted more than was
furnished in these reports. Dat, after
receiving these reports, the Government
were not quite satisfied even then.  They
determined upon other practical tests,
aud they got 50 tous of ihe coul raised
and carted from the ficld. He (the
Commissioner) determined to see the
conl tested on a locomotive, and watched
it himself rather than trust to anyvone
else. The engine worked splendidly, the
coal keeping up a good heat.  When the
South - Western Railway was opened,
the train conveying mvited gucsts from
Perth to Bunbury was driven with Collie
coal in the furnace, not an ounce of
other coal being used on the trips
to Bunbury and back. That trinl was
a complete success, and the load was
a heavy one. The coal was afterwards
tried in u blacksmith’s forge wt Bunbury,
and it answered all the purposes of a
first-class coal. It was tried also in a
flonr mill at Bunbury, and the verdict
was that the coal was of Arst-cluss quality
and could not be better.  Tven thul was
not enough, for the Government tried it
further by a comparative testin a railway
juarney ap the steep grades of Green-
mount. The coal used on that occasion
had been raiged nine months before, and
after this long exposare to the ntmosphere
it was tested on one of the largest engines
in a journey up Greenmount—-this test
being, in his opinion, most unfair. Bat
the result was a most favourable com-
parisen indeed, for although the coal bad
been su long exposed since leing taken
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from the pit that it had become broken up
small, as was usually the case afier
long exposure, yet it answered this severe
test admirably. That being so, hon.
members could not say the Ctovernment
had been hasty or rash. The coal had
been tried in various ways, and its value
ascertained in comparison with imported
coal. Under these circumstances the
results of these tests, made unfavourably,
were marvellous—absolutely marvellous.
This was proved to be atrue and genuine
coal ; and if the Governmment were not
satisficd that it was a true coal of mar.
ketable quality, they would not ask hon.
members to support this item in the
Schedule. This patient investigation had
heen going on all the time the present
Government had been in office, thus
showing that the Government had not
been in a hwrry to ask for a large ex-
penditare of money for developing this
coalfield, until satisfied that 1t was in
every way justified. Could hon. members
realise what was meant by £800,000,000
worth of coal? Mr. Pendleton’s esti-
mate, wade before that of the Govern-
ment Gleologist, was very nearly the
same. Did not the quantity and the
value of that coal deposit, so far as
tested, sound more like a fairy tale than
a practical fact? And if hon. members
believed this evidence, and he did not see
why they should not believe it, then there
could be no doubt in their minds as to
the justification for this railway. If,
having this vast treasure at their feet,
the Government had done nothing to
develop it, what would hon. membury
have thought of them? He did not care
if a railway to this coalfield cost even
£200,000, he affirmed it would be justifi-
able to make the line for developing an
industry representing such an enormous
value as £800,000,000. In view of these
figures, the sum of £80,000 for the rail-
way and rolling stock would be n mere
peppercorn, by comparison. Could any.
one—could cven the hon. member for
West Kimberley with his “ Wealth of

Nutions "—say there was in our goldfields

£800,000,000 worth of gold ? Yet the hest
authority which this colony eould obtain
had estimated the value of this coal at that
immense amount. The accusing angel
might say : “ You have been very fardy in
recognising the value of the great treasure
at your feet, because you have been tuken

[ASSEMBLY ]

Loan Bill, 1894.

up too much with your gold.” The long
and patient investigation which had been
made showed bhow careful the Govern-
ment had been to weigh every tittle of
evidonce before proposing any large ex-
penditure for the development of this
great conlfield. The question might he
asked: Would the line pay ? He replied
that, if it would not pay, could anything
pay in Western Australia? The con-
samption of coal om the Government
raibvays at present was about 8,000 tons
a year—say, roughly, £8,000 in value.
The total consumption of coal in the
colony, for various purposes, including
the railways, was about 16,000 tons a
year. At present there were 945 miles of
opened railways, including all Linesin the
colony, but in the year 1896 there would
be 1,476 miles open, and that would be
about the time for commencing the con-
struction of this railway to the Collie
coalfield. The consumption of coal for
railway purposes would then be ahout
18,000 tons a year, and the probable
cousumption for all purposes in the
colony would be about 30,000 tons,
Assuming that 20,000 tons, out of the
total required, would be vaurried yearly
over the Collie line, at 3s. o ton for
freight, the revenue from that sonvce
would he about £6,000 for the year;
while the interest payable on the capital
horrowed would be about £3,200. Then,
as another source of revenue, there
was & splendid timber station about
eight miles up the railway, owned by
the successor of the late Mr. Honey,
and the timber carried from that
station alone would pay for this railway,
without reckoning the coul.” He affirmed
that the line would pay from the coal
traftic, and from that alone; also, that
it would pay from the timber traffic alone;
and it would certuinly pay from these
gources together. Then, as to the cost of
this coal m the market, take the New.
castle (N.8.W.) coal as costing 6s. a ton
at the pit's mouth; the Government had
made a contract for raising 1,000 tons of
Collie coal at 9s. a ton, and after that
contract was made another person, a
practical collier, tendered to raise the coal
at 7s. 64. a ton, as he said it was an easy
coal to work. Probably the coal might
be raised at 6s. a ton m course of time
and with proper appliances.  Say, there-
fove, that the Collie coal could be raised
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at a cost of Bs. to 7s. a ton at the pit's
mouth, and could be sold in Perth, with
railway charges added, at a cost of 7s. or
8s. a ton more; then at that selling price
the Collie coul would beat the imported
conl out, of the locul market. The lowest
coniract price ever paid by the Railway
Depurtment. for imported coal was £1 a
ton, this price being exceptionally low;
and he reckoned that the Collie coal
could be delivered at Fremantle for
something like 17s. o ton.  That being
50, he thought hon. members should be
satisfied as to the comparative prices.
He was sorry to hewr the hon. member
for the De Grey (Mr. Richardson) hosi-
tating to vote for a ralway to develop
this enormons vealth of <ozl so newr to
the centres of population, for he and the
hon. memher had together seen the slow
progress made by this colony in times
past, and yet the bon. member now saw
£800,000,000 worth of coal at their feet
and hesituted about making a railway to
it.  There should be no “ifs " about this
question. He thought the ronstruction
of this railway might be commenced in
about two years, for the Government first
desived to sec the result of the deep
boring for testing tht coal ol greater
depths, although this further test was
not really necessary to satisfy the Gov-
ernment, bul rather to satisfy other
persons.  He thought hon. members
should trust the Government in this
matter by giving o cordial support to this
item.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said he had
pleasure in supporting this item, for the
possession of a thoroughly goud coalfield
was one of the brightest feutures in the
colony’s prospects. The resources of a
coalfield were such as could hardly be
over-estimated in their effects upon the
requirements of this colony.  The utiliby
of the coulfields of England would show
what was invelved in this question.
There was in this colony abundance of
ironstone of the first class, within casy
distance of the coal, and he looked forward
to & time when a large number of manu-
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factories would flourish here as a result of
coal being so accessible and cheup.  This
question also had an immediate and direct
influence upou the gold discoveries in the
colony, for on the Murchison goldfields |
especiolly fuel was scarce and would have |
to be conveyed there, so that there could
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be no greater hoon than to have a coal-
field in a position so uccessible us this
field promised to be, being at no great
distance from the central port of Fre-
mantle, and thus costing little for curriage
by railway. Fuel could, in this way, be
conveved cheaply from the Collie to the
Murchison, and to other goldfields. Hav-
ing been ansious about this question, he
had studivd every report produced upon
it, because he had been afraid that this
wonlfield might not prove to be all that
was desired, and that the eurly reports
concerning it might have been too good
to be true. But he had satisfied himself,
from the reports published, that there
was an execellent quality of coal at the
Collie; und; as to the vastness of the -
estimated quantity, he was content to
take it at even 1 per cent. of the whole
estimate. The Premier bad often said
that members on that (the Opposition)
side of the House had no fuith in the
future of the colony; but he {Mr. Illing-
worth) believed that, at bottom, he had
more faith in its future than even the
Premier himself. With this coalfield,
and the immense timber supply behind
it, there should be no doubt about this
railway being a justifiable work. He
thought that, upon the evidence, it would
pay from the day it was opened. This
coal would mean a considerable traffic
also on the existing lines, along which
fuel could be conveyed to the centres of
population and to the goldficlds. Some
hon. members would know what the coal
question meant so far as Victoria wus
concerned, where the coal discovered in
Gippsland was very inferior. He lhad
been afraid this Collie coal might be of
the same kind, but he regarded the
reports of experts on this coal as reliable
and satisfactory; and, upon the whole
evidence, he thought it woonld be a cruel
shame, it would he a wrong to the colony,
it would be an injustice, not to construct
this railway proposed by the Government.
He also afirmed, as a further point, that
there was no need whatever for delay.
Mr. JAMES said he was going to
oppose this railway, becouse, if there was
such enormous wealth in this coalfield,
why should they hand it over to some
one else to enjoy, and why should they
construct a railway for cnabling other
persons lo rteap the profit by working
the mines? Why should not these
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mines be worked as o State indunstey ?
If the Government had pluck enough
to adopt that policy, and would propose
to work the coad as a national in-
dustry, he would gladly support them
as long as he had 2 scat in the
House, and would, on that condition,
and that only, vote for this rmilway. The
principle for whieh he was contending
had often been discussed eclsewhere, and
this was a grand opportunity for trying
it as a State experiment in this colony.
If the coul was to Dbe worked by private
capitalists, after the construction of a
ratlway with public money, how did the
Government know that those capitalists
would be content to sell the coul at the
pit’s mouth for ¢s. aton? Tt might be
said that competition would keep down
the price, but there were such things as
combinations among capitalists to keep
up prices. Suppose the coal owners were
to say, after opening mines on the ficld,
that the coal must be 10s. a ton; the
Government wouald then have to tuke the
coal at that price for their railway re-
quirements, or there would be no traflic
for this railway. In fact, the Govern-
ment must puy whatever price the conl
owners might choose to demand.

Mr. Ricuarpson said the Gavern-
ment would have control of the railway,
and the mines would be useless without
it.

Mr. TAMES said there was no scheme:
before the committee to show how this
coalficld was going to be developed ; and
this mode of treating the ¢uestion was
like putting the cart before the horse.
As to sending coal to the Murchison
goldficlds, there would be the expense of
a double handling if the conl was to be
ghipped at Fremantle, and again put ona
ailway at Geraldton for the mines. If
this enormous wealth was to be handed
over to private persons who would lease
coal areas from the Governmeat, such
pursons should surely tind it worth their
while to build o milway.

Mr. LEAKE said he intended to op-
pose the item, because it was difficnlt to
treat this matter seriously.  The Premier
was evidently not so sure of his ground
as he would like hon. members to believe,
when he promised that nothing should he
done on this work until after a special
Bill could be passed next session. Evi-
dently there was some reason for delay
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which the Ministry did not think fit to
divulge. The only proof hefore the House
was that coal existed at the Collie, bnt
there had been no suflicient test yet as to
the quantity, extent, or guality. The
main consideration was the guality of the
coal. But did not hon. members believe
that there was coal in other parts of the
colony ?

Tie Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Where ?

Mr. LEAKE said there had been
nwmnbers of veports, and the Government,
Geologist would tell them of many places
where it wonld pay for the Government
to hore for coal. Mr. Woodward had
expressed an opinion that it would pay
to bore for coal at Albany.

Tueg Premier (Houn. Sir J. Forrest)
said he did not think so, and he had asked
him.

Me. LEARE repeated that the Gov-
ernment  Geologist had expressed that
opinion, and his (Mr. Teake's) word was
us good as the Premier’s. Tt would pay
to put down bores closer to the seaboard,
so that the coal mines might not be too
far inland for profitable working. Tk
would pay to put down a bore at Bun-
bury, or ut Perth, or at the Canning, for
it was a pity that the stratn near the
coust hiad not been tested for coul
Besides the initial cost of this railway,
there would be the upleep, and loss
from want of freight, and loss from
bad management; so that the country
might lose oot only the interest on
capital, but further sums. He would
criticise this item as strongly as he
possibly conld. He did not blame the
Government for what they had done in
testing the conl, but they had not gone
far enough. The reports laid before the
House lacked confirmation. In this, as
in many other instances, the Government
policy overlapped their resowrces. The
information given to the committee by
the Commissioner of Railways—and it
was not much—was such as should have
been furnished before; but this was the
old way of keeping information up the
Minister's sleeve, for burking eriticism
and squelching debate.  The Commis-
sioner, knowing he had a weak case and
had to catch some wavering members,
tried to get them by a humorous imita-
tion of Dr. Rohertson’s native dialect, in
describing what the coal was like—* the
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r-real ar-ticle "—and in that imitation the
Commissioner had excelled himself; but
the weakness of the argument was shown
by the resort to this method of tickling
the wenkness of members. Did these
reports show that coal existed at the Collie
in payable quantity and in marketable
quality ?  Mr. Woodward's report did not
prove that coal existed over the 100
square miles of country, but merely said
that “if” this werc so, then something
else would follow,

Tuae Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the Government Geologist put it
stronger than that, by saying it was prob-
able, The hon. member should put stress
on that. ’

Mr. LEAKE asked how the Ministers
could quote these reports as positive
proof of quantity or quality. They cer-
tainly should not doit. The other reports
upon the trials made in locomotives were
all conditional, and sought to muke
excuses for the coal. These tests by
boring and otherwise were not proper
tests, and the Grovernment should go on
making further tests by boring to a
greater depth, and raising coal from that
depth. Tf these further tests were found
satisfactory, this railway might then he
justified. He would not vote for this
fancy item in the Schedule.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said he wns pre.
pared to believe there was true coal at
the Collic; but the Government, before
bringing in this proposal, should have
been in u position to inform the committee
that they had tested the coal to a depth,
and had framed a scheme for working
the coalfield by which the coul could be
raised and sold as cheaply as the imported
coul. Surface scrafching over this 100
miles of country would not satisfy him.
The coal should be tested to a depth.
The working test of the coal made on a
lacomotive going up the heavy grades at
Greenmount had been a faillure, and
further tests should be made. Every
one must recognise the importance of the
discovery of n coalficld, and great care
should be taken to test the coal by raising
it from a depth before constructing a
ratlway. He did not think the House
would sanction an experiment in working
this coalfield as a State industry. It
would be bad policy for the Government
to attempt it, and he must disagree with

the member for East Perth on that point. |
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There was good reason to beiteve thut
coal would be discovered ncur the coast,
especially at the Vasse. There were also,
he was told, indications at Albany and
at Wyndham, the latter heing too far
away for use in the central parts of the
colony. [t might be better to build a
ruilway, in the future, to some coalfield
near the c¢oast, and the likely localities
should certainly be tested to the uimost
before a project like this was entered
upon, as the Collie coal might cost more
than the imported coal. He objected to
this proposal beecause it was premature;
the information was meagre; the quality
of the coal had not been proved; the
tests ‘made were not satisfactory;- and
the coazlfield hud not been tested to suffi-
cient depth. The Government were so
confident of their big majority thut they
did not take trouble to place the necessary
data on this question before hon. members;
and, after the Premier's excited speech
on the previous night, the sequel should
have been a respectable public funeral,
for the hon, gentleman had nearly gone
into a fit. He would support the striking
out of the item. ‘

Mr. CONNOR said personal criticism
was not in accordance with the dignity of
the Assembly. If what the Commissioner
of Railways had said of the supposed
wealth in this coalficld were true, the
national debi of England or of the
Australinn colonies would be wiped out
in one ack. He, however, was not satisfied
with the information befors them, and
would oppese the item. It was an
injustice to the North that all these items
in the Schedule were for the South; and
until the rights of the North were vecog-
nised in this House, he would oppose
every measure which did not give a
certnin amount of benefit to the North,
which had to contribute towards the
taxation for these loans,

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) said
that if the hon. member who had just
spoken fancied he was likely to beucfit
the constituency he represented by seek-
ing to do injury to the Southern districts,
that was a mistaken idea, because the
true method of henefiting the North was
to assist the growth of every industry in
the South so as to employ more population,
and in that way increase the demand for
those products which the North could
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send to the Southern markets. The
present appeared to be one of those
oceasions on which some hon. members
had made up their minds o vote in o
certain way, no matter what fresh infor-
mwation or arguments might be brought
to bear on the question under discussion.
The Government only asked that this
item should be passed in the Schedule for
the present, pending the introduction of
a specid Bill next session, and that io
the meantime further information should
be obtained, although he considered that
the information before the committee at
present was sufficient Lo justify this rail-
way. It was not too much to ask hon.
members to repose suflicient trust in the
Government for this purpose.

Me. Leaxe: Not wlile you are in it,

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) said the
people would have as much faith in this
Government while he had the honour to
be 2 member of it, as they would have in
any Government with which the bon. mein-
ber might be connected. He believed that
hon. members bad faith in the good
senge of the Government to spend maney
carefully and wisely.  As to the further
evidence required, he did not know what
evidence some hon. members opposite
required. It was not to be expected that
any large quantity of the coal would
be produced until there was the means of
copveying it by railway. What would
be the practicul use of raising ten thou-
sand tons of coal to the surface, without
having the wmeans of bringing it to
market.? Unless it could be proved that
this coal was of exportable value, he
believed that even his hon. volleague the
Commissioner of Railways, who was so
anxious to develop this industry, would
not hasten on the building of this railway
simply for supplying the consumption of
coal within the colony. His own opiniun
was that, in order to make the industry a
success, it was absolutely mnecessary that
it should be proved tbat tbe coal was an
article of exportable value in the foreigu
markets of the world, and able to compete
with coal from other places.

Mr. SIMPSON said the Commissioner
of Crown Lands had treated the com-
mittee to a panegyric on the merits
of the Government. This wasting the
time of the committes was a question
of good taste. For himself, he had taken
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an intense interest, for some years past,
in the development of this coalfield, aud
was nuw inclined to ceosure the Govern-
ment for delay in its development. It
would be noticed that ench of the reports
placed before hon. members was dated
subgequent to the Prewier's announce-
ment to his constituents, in May last, of
the intention to build this railway.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said Dr. Robertsen's report was duted
long before.’

Me. SIMPSON said that Mr. Wood-
ward’s report, the engine-drivers’ reports,
and that of the contractor for the boriug,
were all subsequent.  If the Government
had a stroug faith in Dr. Robertson's
report, why was not some action taken by
them sivce the date of that veport, made
in 18917 The Government had sat stifl
and doue nothing. e, with others, ha
had occasion to spend some money in
connection with this coaltield, and he was
persuaded that the coalfield was a valu-
able one, though whether this would be
the most cheaply worked of the coalficlds
in this colony the future must determine.
But, while all members were fairly satis-
fied as to this being a valuable voalfield,
yet the Government could wvot say there
was o single lease of coul Jand taken
up, aud the only development was the
coutract made for raising 1,000 tons of
coal,

Twr Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
snid there was not the means of transit
vet.

Me. SIMPSON said the idea of the
Government was to build a railway fivst,
and the applications for leases were
snpposcd to come in ufterwards. The
Government had rvecently accepted a
tender for the sinking of four decp bores;
but why was not that doune years ago ?

Mr. A. Forrest said therc was no
railway to the South then.

Mz, SIMPSON said there had been
neglect on the part of the Government.
As to constructing this railway, he did
not think the time had arrived for it,
and be intended to move an amendment.
He had information thut the culoric value
of this coal was high, making it a valu-
able cowl; but he liad no hesitation in
saying this was not an exportable coul—
that it would occeupy a larger Lunker
space thun the Newcastle coul—and this
fact wonld put the Collie coul vut of the
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market for export purposes. He moved,
as an amendment, “That the item be
struck out, with the cxception of the
amount, with a view to transferring the
latter ta the item ¢ Development of gold-
fields and mineral resouvces.””

POINT OF ORDER.

Tue PREMTIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
I rise to o point of order: that is, whether
it is competent for the hon. member to
move to alter the appropriation of money
in the Schedule.

Tur CHAIRMAN: Yes; whilst he
dors not inerease the total amount in the
Schedule.

T PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest):
Then how is it that a salary on the
annual Estimates cannot be increased
without a Message from the Governor?

Tur CHAITRMAN: An item cannot
be increwsed  without a Message; but
this is o transfer from one heading to
another, and the total amount in the Bill
will not be increased by the transfer.

Tue PREMIER (Fon. Sir J. Forrest) :
I think you are in error.

Mr. Smmesow: It is mot for the
Premier to dictate. We must take the
Chairman’s ruling,

Tus PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) -
That ruling is different from the Consti-
tution Act, and different from the prac-
tice. T take my stand on the Constitu-
tion Act.

Tue CHATRMAN : My ruling is that
it is possible for any member to propose
to transfer a sum from one item to
- another in the Schedule, so long as he
does not increase an item or does not
add to the total sum of onc-and-a-half
millions.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
I would like to ask for the Spenker's
ruling to be taken on the point. It is a
very importaut one.

Me. R. F. Sworu: It will he con-
venient to report progress.  Severul mem.
bors have left the House under the
impression that a division would not be
taken to-night.

Me. A. Foreesr: There are other
members who intend to leave the House
for a fortnight, and they would like a
division 1aken to-night.

Tue CHATRMAN: My point is that
the hon. member cannot add to the item
“Railway to Collie Coalfield ;” that he
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canpot Increase ul all the total amount
of the Loan Bill; Lot I know that, in
the Tnglish Parliament, it bas been com-
putent for members Lo transfer, so long
as they do not increase the taxation.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
You rule that hon. members canuot
increase the item of £60,000, hut you
rule, at the same time, that Item No. B,
“ Development of goldfields and mineral
resources, £70,000,” can be increased by
transferring the £60,000 to it. 'That is
inconsistent.

Tue CHAIRMAN : No; because the
transfer does not inercase the totul amount
in the Bill. An item can be increased by
transfer. : -

T've SPEAKER (who had been pre.
vionsly sent for) look the Chuir, and the
Chairman having reported to him the
point of order, His Hoonour said: T am of
opimion the committee cannot increase
any item n the Schedule of this Toan
Bill, without a recommendation from the
GOV@]'HQI'.

DEBATE RESUMED.

The cominittee resumed.

Me. SIMPRON asked: Will the Gov-
ernmaont consent to report progress ?

Tue Prusmigr (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
No.

Me. STMPSON asked: Will the Pre-
mier be prepared to bring down o Mes-
suge [rom the Governor ?

T Presicre {Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I am not prepared to do it.

Mz. SIMPSON said the Premier had
told the Opposition that he would carry
this railway, and would not divide this
sum. It amounted to this: that this
Bill was to be rammed, holus bolus, down
the throats of a Parliument which desired
10 give a gen rous support to the Govern-
ment, e, for one, would distinctly resent
it. [The hon. member went on to speak
further in opposition to the railway.]

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
assured the Chairman that, in question-,
ing his ruling, he had no personal feeling,
and hoped the Chairman did not think he
Lad done it out of disrespect to him.,

Tur CHatkMax replied: Not in the
least.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest),
referring to the remarks of the hou.
member for Geruldion, said that hon.
member, before the session begun, had



612 Loan Bill, 1894.
described this railway proposal as onc of
the maddest schemes ever propounded by
a Minister. As to that hon. member
giving a generous support to the Govern-
ment, it was a strange fact that, while
professing to he a supporter of the Gov-
ernment, he was really leading the Oppo-
sition. He (the Premier) did not want
such support as that,

M=z. Simpson: You like sycopbants;
you don't like men.

Taue PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest)
said that was not so; he liked men to be
consistent, If a member was not a sup-
porter of the Government, that member
should say so straight out. He did not
think that private individuals were pre-
pared to build this railway. There had
been a proposition before the Govern-
ment, but they were of opinion it was
not a genwine one, and had good reasons
for that conclusion, derived from persons
who were interested in the matter. He
had not the slightest hesitation in saying
that the persons referred to were nol
prepared to put money into that railway.
They said they would do it, for the old
game—to fry and sell the concession.
The hon. membel for Geraldion now
ch.x.rged the Government with having de-
layed action for the development of this
coalfield, yet, now that the Government
proposed to build a railway for develop-
ing the field, the hou. member would not
vote for it,

Me. Stsrson said his complaint was
that the Govermment had delayed the
development of the coalfiell; not the
building of a railway.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Siv J. Forrest)
said the hon. member would still delay
the development hy not making the
means of transit, because everyone must
know that it was absolutely impossible to
develop a coalfield unless the means of
transit were provided. The hon. mem-
ber was not consistent, and not in car-
nest, in this matter. The hon, member’s
idea was to act in accordance with his
statement at Geraldton, when he said this
was one of the maddest schemes that : any
Minister ever p ropounded.

Mg. Starrson : That is consistent.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest)
said he had heard the hon. member say
he would be prepared to build a railway
and work the coal himself. That being
50, had the hon. member any faith in 1his
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conl, to make such o statement as thut?
Tf he had faith in it, why not assist the
Government to bnild the railway ? As
to whuat the Government were going to
do with the coal, if a railway was made,
there was provision in the Mineral Lands
Act for leusing arens of coul land, and
that was similar to the law which existed
in New South Wales, where coal lands
where Ieased from the Crown, wnd o large
revenae derived from royalties. TE that
legislation wis not found sufficient for
the circumstances of this colony, it could
ba amended. At any rate, it was reason-
able that, when the Governmeut leased
coal lands at a small vental, a royalty
should be payable on the amount of
coal raised. Omne point missed by most
spealers in the discussion was the ad-
vantage of having a large industrial popu-
Tation working this coalfield, The hon.
member for the De Grey had said all the
profit to the country he could see was a
possible 2s. 6d. per ton as the difference
in selling value between this and the im-
ported coal; but, in producing the coal,
there must be a mining indnstry carried
on and people employed in it; so
that if there was a margin of cven
2s. 6d. a ton profit, as compared with
the price of imported coal, there would
also be a considerable gain in having a
large number of persons employed in coal
mining. He {the Premier) did not see
there would be any great advantage to the
country in having the coal mines worked
by the Govermment, as advocated by the
hon. member for Tast Perth. The
Government might as well worle the gold
mings, the timber mmdustry, aand other
industries in the country, If the present
was i great opportunity for nationalising
the coal mines, there was the same oppor-
tunity for working the pearlshell industry,
the gold mines, the timber industr Y, and
every other ll][]ll‘it.t') in the country. That
hon. member had not had great experi-
ence, and was not able to show that
this nationalising of industrics had been
adopted in any part of the world.,  The
idea was altogether new and untried, and
was against the experience of other parts of
the world. The Government weve not
prepared to enter into compefition with
privale enterprise in these industries, but
wished rather to do all that was practie-
able in encouraging private enterprise in
our industries, so long as the Stute got its
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fair share in the maiter.  Tf the came
information conceruing this coalficld had
heen luid before the Legislative Council,
under the old form of Government, sy
twenty years ago, would they have hest.
tated to vote for this r-ulw.ur upon such
reports as those now bofore Lhis Ilouse ?
He thought not. And,as to thereliableness
of these reports, he would take his stand on
that of the Government Geologist,  Was
it to be said that those who represented
the people in this Heuse now, ina time
of progress and development, were going
to show less energy and less enterprise
than these whe sat in the Chamber yeurs
ago, when everything in the colony was
in u small way; and were hon. membors
now to be afraid of spending £60,000 in
trying to develop one of the prealest
industries thal any country could have?
e said now, dehhu.btel.y, that if the old
Legislative Council, before there was any
of this great new development of gold-
wmining sctilements to the Bastwurd in
this colony, could hiwe had such reports
us these on the Collie coalfield, mauy
vears ago, this railway would have becn
voted for unanimously.  As to the objec-
tion that there was not enongh informa-
iion hefore hon. members ut present, thy
House would see, by and by, when
another Minisiry oeccupied those benches,
and when the hon. member for the Guas-
soyne—ihough be (the Premier) did not
really think that hon. member ever
would, aud hoped he never would, sit on
the Government benches—at any rvafe,
when other Ministers oceupied those
seats, the Mouse would see whether as
much information would he given as the
present Government had given on ques-
tions before them.  The hon. member for
the Gascoyne, who particularly urged
this objection, had not himself got the
intelligence, industry, or energy to got
the information.

Mr. Inivgworrn said that remark
was unkind.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said it was, and he intended to be unkind,
too. The hon. member for Albauy seemed
to desire to gain a reputation in that
House for saying funny things, in order
to make members laugb. He (the
Premier) could not laugh at such jokes;
he felt rather tired of thew; but they
seemed to amuse somy¢ hon. members.

But be- might pzive this advice to the hon. |
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member, that if a member wished to have
any weight in that House he should deal
seriously with serious matters, and sot
ubn at making jokes or saying smart
things. Thoe hon. member's remarks on
this question were not ¢nlightening, and,
whether serious or not, were made in a
half-and-half mood.

Me. Leake said the Premicr took them
seriously enough,

Tni PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
suid he was pretly well disgusted by this
thme with the levity of the hen. mew-
her.  He was prepaured to meet the
hon. memher for Albauny in thal House,
ab any time, and he could hit as hard
us the hon. member could do.  The hou.
member for the Guscoyne had only the
old ery—objuection, objection, objeclion.
That hon. wmcember opposed evervthing
the Grovernment proposed to do. He had
said there was no scheme for working
the coal mines, but the hon. member had
himself assisted in passing an Act, about
two years ago, for the working of coal
mines and other mineral deposits in this
colony. Perhaps the hon. member did
not now remember anything about it
That Act provided a scheme for working
these coal lands. The Govermmnent did
not propuse to work the mines as a State
industry.  The hon. member’s irgument,
thaut this coal would be useless un.
less produced ab o Jess price than im-
ported coal, had been answered by the
Commissioner of Railways, who showed
that the local coal could be produced at
2, 6d. o ton less cost. But even if it
were not cheaper than the imported coal,
there would still be an advantage to the
colony in having w coul mining mdustry
within the eolony affording local employ-
ment.  He (the Premier) was o pro-
tectionist to this extent, that it was better
to employ our own people in producing
necessary articles in the colony, vather
than cploying people in other parts of
the world to produce what this colony
required.  If the local coal could he pro-
duged at the sane rule, or even at u little
higher rate, he would advocate that i
should be done.  As to trying to discover
coal newrer to Perth, the Government
might do so, but thev could not go
st r’Ltchmg about. Would the House delay
the huilding of a railway to Cue or to
Coolgardie, because a goldfield might
possibly be found nearer home at some
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future time—perhaps in the Darling
Runge? As to the advice to delay this
work for a fow years, if such advice us
that had been followed in the past there
wowld not have been any extension of the
railway system.

Me. R F. SuoLs : Istarted the Yilgarn
railway—your salvation !

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the speech of the hon. member for
Bast Kimberley (Mr. Counor) was a
foolish vue, beciuse the more the Svuthern
districts progressed tw population and
industries, the more produce would he
requred from the North for supplying
the Southern requirements. And, afterall,
what wants were there in the North that
the Government had not endeavoured Lo
supply ¥ If there were uny class of people
whose wants and claims he listened to
more  than others, they were those
represented by the Northern members,
because he felt they had not such a large
share of the public expenditure as those
in the South, where the people and the
wants were more nwmperous.  Cowld the
hon. member for Bast Kimberley say he
(the Premier) hud ever refused to listun
to reasonable requests made for his
constitueney 7 He (the Premier) hoped
hon. members would not refuse to pass
this item, Hg had tried his best to meet,
the wishes of both sides of the House, in
giving the assurance that the Government
did not intend to do more on this work
than preparc the surveys for the ling, and
that the House would have an opportunity,
next year, of deciding this guestion upon
a special Bill to be then brought in. Tf,
in the meantime, anything should happen
which showed that this conlfield was
not so good as the Government Geolo-
gist autlclpdtul and as the Govern-
ment believed it to be—though he did
not think anything so adverse would
occur — then no one would be more
eager or more anxicus to slop the
project. The Govermment Jid not mtend
to rush into this project and build o
railway that would be a monument of
failure. ‘Were Lhey lunatics ¥ e hoped
not. Were they deing this under some
deep scheme for d-ceiving hon. members
and the peuvple of the colony during a
tew wepks or months, and then bringing
ruin on thems-lves> The idea waa
absurd. TIf thr work wus not successful
in its opzration, the disgrece wust come
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back 1o the Governmunt, and the work
would remain as o monument of failure.
i He was sure those hon. members who
had given the Government a general sup-
port would acknowledge he had {ried to
meet the wishes of cvery member in
regard to the Loun Bill. He did not
cxpect hon, members to swallow the Bill,
holus Dolws, ugainst their wishes, hut to
aceepb it on conviction. It was pretty hard
work, trying to urge forward a measure
for developing the country against the
oppasition of persons, sumne of whomn were
ouly bent on opposition, and aguinst the
upposition of some persons from whom
he had expected  something  different.
Members who sut on the Government
side of the [Touse were sometimes more
critical than members who sat on the
Opposition side. How were the Govern-
ment to vty on, i their own sup-
poriers were trying to oppose measures
which the Government brought forward
for developing the country? Persons
had said, in the Press and clsewliery,
that the Govermment had no Opyro-
sition to check them, but, in fact, the
Government had not only to mweet the
views of the wmere prominent menmbers
of the Opposition —and to them he would
sy he had only thanks to give, be-
cause they were more generous thim some
wembers sitting on the Governnent side
—hut the Government had also {o meet
the olyjections of members o their own
side. He did nol know that this was a
disndvantage, but, at any rate, it was very
troublesome.  There had been an Oppo-
sition in this House cver since the Gov-
ernment took office—an Opposition oppo-
site and an Opposition 1 their own
family--and he found it pretty hard
work to et measures through this House
with Oppobltlon all rornd. Howerver,
the Gtovernment must do the hest they
could, hut it was hard work while trying
their best to promote the interests of the
country by developing its resources in all
directions.  He must  thank the hon.
member for Naunine for the generous
snpport given to this it that night, and
this support only showed that persons
who hud had experience elsewhere had

seen the preat Dbenefit that a coalfield
would he to this country.  Partiesin this
House were not verv inuch divided,

cenerally, hut he thought 1he proposal he
bl wade should mevt the views of any-
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one who took a really lively and generous
interest in the welfar: of this conulry and
in the development of this impeortant
industry.

Me. R. F. SHOLT: said there was no

factious opposition in this House. He
denied betng in Opposition. He was

one of the members who required a litile
information hefore he could support this
scheme,  He suggested  that  progress
should be reported.

Tweg PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
sl the lust desire he eonld bave wis 1o
foree a division on the ilem against the
wishes of hon. memmbers. He would Like
to hear from the leader of the Opposition
his views on the item, and on the pro-
posul of the Government. He rewcewed
the pledge that (he Government would
uot spend any money on the work. ex-
copt Tor surveys, and that the House
would have another opportunity of dual-
ing with the work, upon a special Bill
next session. By pussing this item, they
would show it the Parliainent and the
people had fuith in the colony’s resoures,
whereas to strike it out of the Schedule
would show they did not believe in the
existence of this corlticld.

Mr. RANDELL said he did not wish
the dehate to he adjourned.  The Gov-
ernment had made a distinet promise that
nothing shoull he done 111 next session
he agreed alio that the itewm could nof
now he struck oul ol the Bill without
ausing  such  un  impression  outside
as the Premier lLad wmentionad; but
the reports of the engiun-drivers us
to tests of the coul were so damiging
that he thonght the item should he
withdrawn [rom the 1Bill, and hon. mem-
hers would scarcely be justified in voting
for it. The remarks of the Commissioner
of Crown Lands also were rather damag-
ing, when be said that unless this coal
was of sufficient value for cxport the
railway ought not to he ronstructed.
His own opinion was that the coal was
unfit for export in eompetition with
Newcastle coul, and that the tests were
eminently unsatistuctory ; but what the
coal might be like when the field was
developed Eurther they could not know
at present.  The testimony of specialists
was thut coal improved invariubly the
deeper it went. Probably that would be
the case here; and they should be con-
tent to go on ascertaining its real value
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hefore they commitied themselves to the
eomstruction of u milw ay. If they found,
{welve months hence, that the coal WULl]d
not be of sufivient value or sufhicient
extent o justify this expenditure, those
members who were opposed to the item
would, perhaps, be in a worse position
then than it they voted against it now.
He was sorey he could not support the
item after the eloquent appeal the Premier
had made. He realised the anxious
desire of the Premier and colleagues
for developing the resourees of the colony,
and to the hest of their ability pushing it
ahmd; and he desired to support them
in that poliey, according to his judgment.

Mr. HAKPER moved that Jirogress be
reported awd leave asked to sit again.

The committee divided on the motion,
with the following result :—

Ayes ... o 7
Noes ... .. 13
Majority against .., 6
AYES. Nog
Mr. Uarper Mr. Burt
BMr. [lingworth Mr. Conkworthy
Mr, Leake Sir John Ferrest
dr. Morun Mr. A. Forrest
Ar. LI, W, Shell Mr. James
Me. Simp-on Mr. lLefrey
Mr. R. K. Sholl (Trler). Mr. Marmion
Mr. b'nterson
Mr. Pearse
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Rul.ulell
Mr. Wond
| Ay v.-m. {Teller).

Motion negatived.

Mr. A. FORREST moved “That the
item be now put.”

Mr. SIMPSON rose to a point of
order, and said he wished Lo speak on the
item.

Me. RANDELL protested against the
clogure of the debate, and said there were
other hon. members who had not yet
spoken and wished to do so.

The CHATRMAN said the cffect of
the motion for closure would be the sume
as in the vuse of the motion to report
progress, on which the committee had
Just divided.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. SIMPSON said he was sorry to
see the Ministry would not fall in with
what wus practically in the interest of
fair play, but were seeking, by the power
of & hrutal majority, to suppress debate.

Tne PreEsuer (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the hon. member was generally one
of them.
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Me. SIMPSON said he wus never one
of a brutal majority. He wus astounded
to see the ubscnce of fair play from the
action of the Premier that night.

Tae Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the leader of the Opposition had
stated he did not wish to adjourn.

Mg. SIMPSON said the Premier might
have gracefully acceded to the wish of
the weaker party, that the division on
this item should be udjourned. It had
been decided that the House would not
adjourn. Tt would be well, if that was
the position, that the Premicr's specch
in introducing the Bill, and his subsc-
quent speech on each of the items, should
be re-discussed in committee. That would
be the most practical way of arriving at
w reasonable decision on this item.

Tue CHalrnMaN said the hon. wmember
must confine his remarks to Ttem No. 4.

Me. SIMPSON said he could only
arrive at No. 4 by going through Nos. 1,
2,and 3.  With regard to Item No. 4,
there was one particular report which
had not been sufficiently impressed on
the intelligence of the committee, and
that was Appendix 1, the report of the
Government Geologist. The hou. mem-
ber proceeded to read the report at length,
slowly and with an occasional sentence of
comment.

Tre Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
asked: Where is the “iron hand” now?

Mg, SIMPSON said he was speuking
in the interest of absent members.

Mr. H. W. Suour, after the hon. mem-
her had been reading the report about
twenty minutes, called attention to the
absence of a quoram,

Tae SPEAKER took the chair, and
the bells were rung. A quorum having
been formed, the committee resumed.

Mr. SIMPSON procecdod to read
further portions of the report, with
oceasional comments.

Mr. R. F. Smorr called attention to
“the presence of strangers in the galleries,
the time being o few minutes pust mid.
night.

Motion, “ That strangers be ordered to
withdraw,” put abd negatived.

Mr. SIMPSON proceeded with his
reading of the report, and conunents on
it.

Mr. A. Forrest asked: Is the hon,
member in order in reading from a paper
contiaguously ?
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Tue CHatrman replied: Yes; heis in
order.
Me. SIMPSON proceeded to read, and
make comments, as before.
Me, InLiveworto called attention to
the absence of a quorum.
A guorum having been formed, the
committee resumed.
Mg. SIMPSON proceeded to read and
make comments, as hefore.
Mz. R. F. SuoLy called altention to
the presence of strangers in the galleries,
Motion, “ That strangers be ordered to
withdraw,” put, and division tuken, with
the following resutb:—
Ages
Noes ...

Yo
\‘.I'I 0

Majority against ..
. | Nogs,
AMr. 1llingworth Mr. Cookworlhy
Mr. R. F. 8holl . Bir John Forrest
Mr, H, W, Sholl Mr, A. Yorrest
Mr. Simpson ' Mr. Lefroy
Mr. James (Teller). Mr. Marmion
Mr. Paterson
Mr. Pearse
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Randell
Mr. Venn
BMr, Wood
Bbr, Mornn {Teller).

Avis.

Motion negatived.
Mr. SIMPSON proceeded to read and
make comments, as before.
Me. James called attention to the
presence of strangers in the galleries.
Motion, ““That strangers be ordered
to withdraw,” put, and division taken,
with the following result :—
Ayes ... T |
Noes ... .

ol O3]

Majority for ... 8

AvEs, NoEs.
Mr. Cookworthy Mr. Llingworth
Sir John Forrest Mr. James
Mr, A. Forrest Mr. Simpson
Mr. Marmion Mr. Lefroy (Teiler).
DMr. Paterson
Mr. Pearse
Mr. Piesso
Mr. Randell
Mr. R. P, Sholl
My, Veoom
Mr. Wooid
Mr, Burt (Teller),

Strangers accordingly ordered to with-
draw.

Mr. RANDELYL (having crossed the
floor and conferred with the Premier)
moved, ** That progress be reported, and
leave asked to sit again.”

Tre Premiege (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said: Certainly, T will consent at the
request. of the leader of the Opposition,
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but T would not. do it, for the member for
Geraldton.

Mz. Simrsox said: You never asked
the member for Geraldton.

Tre Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said : T would not do so.

Motion put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again,

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 1240 o’clock,
a.m., of Friday, 14th September.

Legislative Assembly,
Monday, 17th September, 1894,

Importation of Coal into the colony-—--Droring Bill : first
reading— Minisier for Blines acling as Divector of
Mining Companies—Publication of Speeches of the
Premier in pamphlet form—Triul Surveys of Rail-
ways, &c., between Marble Bar goldfields and the
coast—Eoan Bill {£1,500,000): further considered in
commitlea—Adjonrument.

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at
7:30 p.m.

PrAYERS.

IMPORTS OF COAL INTO THE COLONY.

Me. SIMPSON, in accordance with
notice, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—

1. The total number of tons of coul
imported into the colony for the year end-
ing June 30th, 1894.

2. The number of tons discharged at
each of the ports of the colony for the
same period.

3. The value of the total coal imports.

4. The existing contracts for the supply
of coal to the Government, and the par-
ticlars of said contracts.
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Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied as follows :—
1. 16,535 tons.

2. At Fremantle 10,078 tons

At Albany... 5849
Other Ports 608 ,,
Tatal 16,535 .
3. £15,024.
4. Particulars are now laid upon the
table.

DROVING BILL.

Introduced by Mr. Burt, and read a
first time.

MINISTER FOR MINES ACTING AS
DIKECTOR OF MINING COMPANIES.
Mr. SIMPSON: Mr. Speaker —In

rising to move the motior of which T

have given notice, “ That in the opinion

“of this House it is undesirable that the

“member of the Cabinet entrusted with

“the administration of the Goldfields

* Act and the Mineral Lands Act should

“occupy the position of dircctor in any

‘“companies or syndicates which are

“lessees or claimholders under the pro-

“visions of the said Acls™ — in sub-

mitting this motion I feel I have a duty

to perform that requires much delicate
handling, and, perhaps, it would he well
for me to state, in initiating the matter,
that T-—and I believe the House and the
country—have the most perfect confidence
in the integrity of the gentleman who at
present administers these two Acts.  But
members know that under both these

Acts large deliberative and discretionary

powers are left in the hands of the

Minister. One of the regulations under

the Goldfields Act provides that the

Wariden's recommendation with regard

to certain matters coming hefore him

shall be forwarded to the Minister for his
decision and confirmation.
Tae Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):

‘What matters are those?

Mer. SIMPSON: Recommendations for
forfeiture is one,——
Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest} :

The Governor-in-Couneil.

Mgr. SIMPSON: And recommenda-
tions as to the granting of leases. )

Tae Prexier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
The Governor in Executive Council.



